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The Countryside Day for Schools is a 
unique opportunity for pupils to learn 
about a traditional countryside estate 
and its place within the community, now 
and in the past. The beautiful   wood-
land, arboretum, parkland and stunning 
scenery provide an inspiring and truly 
memorable learning experience. 

Pupils will learn about food production 
and countryside management. Activities 
will deliver and enrich many parts of the 
new national curriculum. 

How to find us  

The 8th Earl and Countess of Carnarvon invite your 
school to spend a day with them at their family 
estate. 

The Highclere Estate comprises of 5000 acres 
which include the 1494 acres of forestry, 3084 
acres of sheep and arable farm land.  

The estate is carefully and responsibly managed to 
ensure that natural resources are preserved both 
now and in the future for the benefit of everyone.  

Wednesday 12th June 2019                  9.30am to 2.30pm 

Countryside Day for Schools at the Highclere Estate 

Contact us for a booking form: 

Jo Hatton, Team Leader, Country Trust Hampshire, Spar-
sholt College, Winchester SO21 2NF.                 
Tel : 01962 797368 
E-mail: jo.hatton@sparsholt.ac.uk  

The visit comprises of a tour of the secret garden with Lord Canarvon, including the history of 
the castle and estate; there will also be an opportunity to learn more about the extensive 
woodland and the work of the forestry team, as well as the habitat conservation role of the 
Game Keepers and their working dogs.  The Castle also has a large herd of sheep, an important 
aspect to managing the park land and the Shepherds will be joining us for the day, alongside 
the arable team who also have an important role producing food on the Estate 

How to find us  



www.countrytrust.org.uk 

Countryside Day for Schools at the Highclere Estate 

The Country Trust  is a registered charity no. 1122103 and a  
company limited by guarantee registered in England no. 6436266 

 
 

Weds 12th June 2019                        9.30am to 2.30pm 

Format of the Countryside Day: The exact  
details of the activities will be confirmed at the 
compulsory teacher planning meeting, and can 
be altered to meet schoolsõ specific needs. 

The day may take place at two sites: Highclere   
Castle and Portchester Farm and the children  
will enjoy 4 40 minute activities over the course 
of the day with a break for lunch. 

The Secret Garden: join the 8th Earl of       
Carnarvon on a tour of the secret garden & the 
orangery.  The children will be shown different 
plants and discuss their uses.  The tour will also 
include a brief talk on the history of the castle.  

Estate Life: meet the Game Keeper and his 
dogs and learn why wildlife needs to be very 
carefully managed on the estate.  Then meet 
the Forestry team and find out what he does to 
ensure the woodlands thrive and why itõs      
important to manage the plants & animals that 
live there. 

Sheep & wool products: Meet the Shepherd 
and his flock of sheep, learn how they are cared 
for across the seasons and the tools that are 
used.  Before learning what fleece is made into 
with the help of the Kennet Valley Spinners. 

The journey of oats: Well known for their 
oats, the arable team are proud to be involved 
and to help pupils learn about the oats that the 
farm grows and why. See the oat bag packer at 
work,  before planting some porridge to take 
home. 

The Countryside Day for Schools at the Highclere Estate is specifically designed to engage pupils in 
the working countryside and their local rural community. Activities are led by staff from the Estate 
enabling the pupils to meet and learn from the experts who work, manage and care for the farm 
animals, woodland, arable fields and gardens.  Each activity is designed to enable pupils to get as 
hands on as is safely possible, as they learn about how the countryside must be managed to ensure 
that it has a sustainable future. 

Toilets 

On site facilities 

Coach and mini bus parking 

Support materials available 

Age of pupils able to attend 

Cost 

Picnic area 

Number of pupils able to  

attend on the day 

 

 

 

 

Free, although donations welcome! 

80 

Key Stage 2  

Tues 21st May, 

2pm 
Teacher planning meeting 

The visit will deliver various core elements of the new 

national curriculum including: 

Scienceð Seasonality, Food production and rearing, Life 

processes, physical processes and forces;  

Geographyð Human influences on the local environment 

and sustainability. D&Tñmaterials and processes;  

Citizenshipñrural careers and responsibilities, care of 

the environment; Historyð Locality study. 

Contact us for a booking form: 

Jo Hatton, Team Leader, Country Trust Hampshire, 
Sparsholt College, Winchester SO21 2NF.                
Tel / Fax: 01962 797368 / 776587 

E-mail: jo.hatton@sparsholt.ac.uk  


